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World’s Unique Newspaper lor and by Street and Working Children 


“Balaknama is the newspaper presented by Street and Working children themselves to fight 
for their own rights and problems because they are being completely ignored. 


STREET CHIUREN UNFOLD. 
HARD FACTS OF SEKUALABUSE 



Balaknama Bureau 

Day-by-day, the number of 
sexual atrocities is increasing 
and the street and working 
children are becoming its 
victims. There was a meeting 
on this topic organized by 
Badthe Kadam, CHETNA 


and ECPAT International in 
which 26 boys and 16 girls 
ensured their participation. For 
proper information, we made 
boys and girls sit separately. 
As this topic is something 
serious and sensitive, we have 
kept the identity of reporters 
and children completely 


confidential. Children 

explained day-to-day sexual 
abuse through images and 
drawings through which we got 
to know about many different 
things. In this many children 
shared their experiences. A 
14 years old boy said, “When 
we go for collecting garbage, 
we have to face sexual 
harassment.” Another 15 years 
old girl said, “When we girls 
board the buses for begging, 
people sitting there see us 
with filthy eyes. At times, bus 
conductor and driver try to take 
advantage of us.” Another 16 
years old boy said, “There is an 
old man who forces us to touch 
his private body parts and tells 
us to do sexual intercourse. If 
we deny doing this, he tortures 
us and touches our private 
body parts. He tries to arouse 
continued on pg. 2 



Reporter Shambhu 

The laws which give right to the 
children are known as POCSO 
Rules. From these there are 10 
laws which are for sexual rights 
of the children. These are: 

1. Children have the right to 
file a report against the sexual 
harassment done with them. 

2. Children have the right to 
safety. 

3. You have the right to 


complain about those who 
harmed you. 

4. You have the right to take 
special actions during the legal 
proceedings. 

5. You have the right to get 
help in order to make legal 
procedures convenient for you. 

6. You have the right to get 
security during legal actions. 

7. You have the right to respect 
your privacy while the legal 

continued on pg. 2 



Reporter Shambhu 

This program was organized 
from 14th to 20t November in 
collaboration with Ministry of 
Women andChildDevelopment 
and NGOs, in which children 
participated from 18 states like, 
Delhi, Rajasthan Jharkhand, 
Sikkim, Punjab, Maharashtra, 
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh, Orissa, 
Chandigarh, etc. In this camp, 
children discussed on different 
problems they have to face in 
different states, also on their 
rights. Some government 
activists also joined the 
program. Minister of Women 
and children, Dr. Vinendra 
Kumar, N.P.C.R member Mr. 
Yashvant jain, Secretary of 
MWDC Mr. Rakesh Srivastava, 
additional secretary Mr. Ajay 
Trike, Joint Secretary Astha 
Saxena Khatwani and Director 
of NIPCCD Mr, M. A. Imam, 
also joined the program. 

On the very first day of the 
program, children made 4 
different teams and each team 
discussed on a particular topic 
in brief. There are 4 rights of 
children: 

1. Right to live 


2. Right to protection 

3. Right to development 

4. Right to participate. 

But still many children are 
deprived of these rights. 

First group of children discussed 
on the topic of ‘Right to live’, 
which includes- food, clothes 
and shelter. Children said, 
“Even after the right to live, 
there are many children who 
are living with empty stomach 
on the roads. They don’t have 
home to live. Hence they have 
to live on the railway stations 
and roads in order to survive. 
Another group discussed on the 
topic of ‘Right to Protection’. 
They said, “There are many girls 
and children in our society who 
have to face many incidents and 


no one comes forward to help 
them. They make fun of girl’s 
problems and the police also 
torture them like they beat the 
children, who collect garbage 
at the railway stations. So, how 
can we say that we children are 
safe in this society?” 

Third group discussed 
on the topic of ‘Right to 
Development’. They said, 
“When we children go to the 
parks to play, other people 
see us with hatred and beat 
us. Children who go to school, 
their rights are also abrogated. 
Teachers do no treat and teach 
properly in the schools. When 
any government worker puts 
pressure on them, they make 
us do lot of homework. In such 


situations, children’s mental 
health is affected.” 

Similarly fourth group 
discussed on the topic of ‘Right 
to participate’. They said, 
“There are quite a few children, 
who don’t get the chance to 
speak or share their problems 
in any meeting.” 

After discussing their 
problems, children also shared 
some suggestions to get rid 
of these problems. They said, 
“Some arrangements should 
be done for children living on 
the railway stations so that they 
don’t have to starve, etc” 

We had a great and big 
discussion on these topics. 
Minister of Women and Child 
Development, Mr. Vinendra 
Kumar, appreciated the courage 
of the street and working 
children and said, “I am very 
happy to see that children from 
different states come here to 
have a discussion on different 
topics.” Giving them hope and 
courage, he further said, “You 
are the future of India. When 
a tea maker can become the 
Prime Minister of the country 
then you children can also 
become the doctors, engineers 
continued on pg. 2 



UNCRC member Mikiko 
Otani, who works for Japan's 
human rights, has said in her 
message for Balakanama- 
Dear friends, Balakanama 
is a very unique platform 
for the street and working 
children through which they 
express their voices and their 
voices are widely heard. 
Thank you for your evaluation 
work. I learned a lot about 
life's conditions, challenges, 
problems and needs of these 
children, who have shared 
their stories in Balaknama. 


Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed. 
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World’s Unique Newspaper for and by Street and Working Children 



On November 27, a meeting was held in Brazil about the 
rights of children in the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil. The Youth 
were invited from different countries for the discussion 
in this meeting. We are very proud and happy to share that 
journalists of Balaknama were also invited in this meeting at 
Brazil. Due to some personal reasons Balaknama journalists 
cannot attend this meeting, we are sorry for that. A journalist 
team of "Balaknama" sent a message for highlighting the 
voice of the street and working children and their rights. 
Brazilian journalists made this message.The youth present 
there welcomed the message of the journalists and appreciated 
them. 


STREET CHILDREN UNFOLD, 
HARD FACTS OF SEXUAL ARUSE 


from page 1 

us for sexual abuse.” Telling 
about the teachers, a 16 years 
old girl said, “There are many 
teachers who tell us to make 
sexual relationship with them 
for passing the exams with good 
marks. When we girls share 
this with our parents, they also 
ignore us. When our parents 
only don’t listen to us we feel 
inferior. We start thinking 
that’s it is written in our destiny 
and becomes used to such 
sexual abuses.” One such girl 
who was going through such 
harassment said, “When we 
girls go out of our houses, there 
are some elder boys, who used 
to look us with luring eyes 
and talk filthy about us. At 
times, we also feel ashamed 
of them.” A 14 years old boy 
said, “When children come at 
railway station, the elder boys 
put a condition in front of them 
for staying there. They say that 
if we will allow them to do any 
sexual abuse to us then only 
they can live on the railway 
station. When children agree 
to get sexual with them, they 
give so much of intoxicants to 
them that while sexual contact 
they don’t feel any pain. Due 
to this, he does not remember 
anything and cannot even tell 
about it to anyone.” Another 15 
years old child said, “It happens 
with each and every one of us, 
not only with girls even the 
boys also have to face sexual 
abuse.” A 14 years old child 
said, “When our parents go out 
for work leaving young girls at 
home. That time, relatives and 
the neighbors try to sexually 
abuse the young girls. When 
we tell about it to our parents, 
they do not believe us. Rather 
they tell us not to share it with 
anybody else. If we will share 
about it to someone then our 
respect will be worsened.” 
Another 15 year old boy said, 
“There are many transgender 
boys. They try to sexually 
abuse other boys by making 
nasty gestures. They make us 


see blue films. They even touch 
our private parts and lure for 
money. At times they blackmail 
us by making our blue films and 
repeatedly abuse us sexually.” 
Another 15 years old child said, 
“There are many contractors 
who tell us that if we will make 
sexual relationship with him, he 
will not make us work more and 
also will give us more money. 
They threaten us by saying that 
if we will share it with anyone; I 
will call the police and put false 
accusations on you of stealing. 
After which not only you will 
lose your job but also no one 
will ever trust you again.” 
Sharing about the different 
ways of sexual abuse, a 16 years 
old boy said, “There are many 
ways by which we boys are 
sexually abused. By removing 
clothes of young children and 
making their videos, making 
them touch their private parts, 
making them watch blue films, 
by giving them greed, pushing 
them, or by talking filthy with 
them.” Telling about a harsh 
truth, a 17 years old boy said, “If 
we will talk about this sensitive 
topic of Sexual Harassment at 
our work places, then we will 
have to lose our jobs.” 

CHILD RIGHTS DISCUSSED 
BY CHILDREHIH ‘CHILDREN’S 
PARLIAMENT’ 

from page 1 

or may by politicians. “ 

For encouraging the children, 
bags were given to the children 
from the Child Helpline so that 
they can learn in detail about 
the child helpline and also can 
help others in need. Like this 
only, a painting program was 
organized on the second day 
and a Race competition on 
the third day. Children, who 
achieved the first and second 
positions in these competitions, 
were gifted by Dr. Vinendra 
Kumar. On the last day, children 
from different states presented 
different colorful programs, 
seeing which Dr. Vinendra 
Kumar was very much pleased. 


WAYS OF AVOIDING SEXUAL ABUSE 



from page 1 
proceedings. 

8. You have the right to get free 
medical and social services 
before which will help you 
to recover or cope up as other 
people before and during legal 
proceedings. 

9. You have the right to know 
about the legal procedures. 

10. You have the right to claim 
compensation for the damage 
done to you. 

After giving this information, 
the worker of CHETNA, Mr. 
Bhupendra played the role of 
a child in front of the children. 
He said, “Assume that I am a 
victim of sexual abuse. Under 
which law will you help me and 
how?” Explaining the rights in 
detail, all the children said, “If 
you are sexually abused then 
you have the full right to file 
a report against them. It also 
becomes the government’s 
duty to provide you full needed 
support.” 

The journalists of Balaknama, 
shared about these incidents in 
the meeting. They discussed 
this sensitive and serious issue 
in detail. 



Dear Friends, 

Merry Christmas! 

Goodbye 201 7! 

We are very excited and Happy to present this 69th edition of 
balaknama by saying goodbye 201 7. We have completed a long 
journey of many years and now entering in 201 & with you. We 
are proud of our editorial team, talkative reporters, and other 
children who are helping and printing the newspaper despite 
having less education, coming from a poor background, living on 
the streets and also in such a little facility of resources. 
Almost all the metropolitan cities of the country, including the 
national capital Delhi, are suffering from poverty and family 
protection. There are many children who are deprived of the 
manyfacilitiesandarebeg at different crowded places, collects 
garbage, works in Dhabas, and works as rag pickers at stations 
and roads. Their parents are also involved in this type of work 
and are forced to spend nights under the sky in an open area 
due to their compulsions and poverty. The most sad and regret 
thing is that even after going to the school they are not getting 
the proper education due to molestation of girls, negligence 
of parents, torture and abuse at work places, misbehavior of 
elder person, social and teacher’s discrimination. They feel 
unsafe. Schools are known as the holy temple of knowledge but 
by seeing the situations these innocent children have to face 
we can easily say that schools are unsafe for our children. 

The ‘Dalaknama’ team is determined to reach the problems of 
these innocent children to the government and society in order 
to raise their voices. In the last parliamentary session, many 
MPs - Hema Malini, Kothapalli (Seeta, Asaduddin Owaisi, Alok 
Sanjar, 9. R. Vijay Kumar and Ashok Shankar rao Chauhan have 
also questioned the issues related to them and demanded 
reservation for these children including their counting, 
development plan, shelter house, drug addiction and disease 
situation and treatment. 

There must be many questions coming in your mind after reading 
these incidents. You too must have started worrying about 
these innocent children. You can also share your thoughts, 
queries, suggestions to our editorial team through e-mails, 
and letters. We hope that we will get some suggestions, letters 
and support from your side. We hope and believe that in the 
future our team will work with more joy and excitement. 

The Editorial Board 


IELHI nUCE SEITIEFEHSE TUINIH6 MNP 


Working girls honored with certificates and thanks giving wishes 



Talkative reporter Gayatri 
and Shambhu 

During a meeting of Delhi 
Police Crime Branch with 
street and working children, 
Isha Pande organized self 
defense training for girls. All 
street and working children 
discussed their problems. 
Most of their problems were 
the issues of the girls like 
how they are being harassed 
in different areas. Many 
girls talked on the topic of 
security. After listening to 
the problems of the girls, 
Officer Isha Pande promised 
all the girls to organize a Self 
defense training camp on the 
international children day, 
through which girls will learn 
different self defense moves. 
With the help of Delhi Police, 
we have organized this camp 
at 5 different points in the 
street and working girl’s areas. 
In these camps, 40 to 45 girls 
participated on a single day. 
It continued for 10 days and 
girls participated in it with lots 
of excitement and joy. They 
learnt how to save themselves 
in crowded areas like markets, 
from people harassing them 
in buses, while playing or 
roaming, etc. Police officers 
told many steps by which girls 


can easily save themselves 
from the sexual abusers and 
run away from that place like 
lower punch. Like how to save 
themselves when someone is 
trying to touch their private 
body parts. 

Girls participating in this camp 
also got a certificate from 
Delhi Police. While receiving 
these certificates, street and 
working girls showed their 


love and thanked a lot to Delhi 
Police for the arrangements. 
Expressing their joy, a 15 
years old girl, Gayatri said, 
“It is the first time that 
Delhi Police organized these 
training camps for street and 
working girls and trained us 
for self defense. We girls are 
very happy and grateful to the 
Delhi Police. Now we can take 
care of ourselves.” 
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STINK OF UNCUIMED DUD BODIES IS TROOBIINB NEARBY DNIIDREN 



Reporter jyoti 

There is a settlement (Basti) 
in Southern Delhi which is 
in a deserted place. There are 
almost 500 slums in this area. 
People who come mostly from 
Bengal, Bihar and Rajasthan 
live there. These people do 
sweeping work, rag picking and 
work in others houses for their 
upbringing which helps them 
to survive. There is a cremation 
ground near their slum where 
dead bodies are burnt on a daily 
basis and whenever it happens, 
children living in the slums 
are very scared. Explaining 
the reason behind their fear, 
children said, “Whenever a dead 
body is burnt, an unpleasant 
smell comes from it due to 
which we children cant even 


breathe properly. We cant even 
drink and eat properly due to 
the pungent smell. Even during 
the nights also we become 
its victims. In order to save 
ourselves from this unpleasant 
smell, our parents close the 
doors of the slums and order 
us to cover ourselves with the 


blanket but even after covering 
our whole body, we are not able 
to get rid of this problem. 

Some children said, 
“Sometimes, dead bodies are 
brought to this cremation 
ground from the hospitals, 
which have probably been 
dead for many days and are 


unclaimed. The dead bodies are 
packed in a box and are thrown 
in the cremation ground. The 
animals roaming around the 
cremation ground, somehow 
pull out the dead bodies from 
the boxes for their food due 
to which more pungent smell 
starts spreading in the slums.” 
Sharing a recent incident, they 
further added, “One week ago, 
an incident happened. A child 
saw a packed, blue colored box 
near the slum. There were 4 dogs 
who were pulling out a dead 
body from it.” After listening 
to the children, a reporter 
then talked to some parents. 
Expressing their compulsions, 
parents said, “Where will we 
go in such conditions? We 
have come from Bengal to 
Bahlorpur for our survival. 


Here we have some work to do 
for our survival, if we leave this 
place then how we will earn for 
our survival. We will have to 
wander here and there in order 
to survive.” Reporter talked to 
some children on this matter. 
Giving some ideas to get rid of 
this problem, they said, “The 
unclaimed dead bodies which 
are brought from the hospitals 
should not be thrown here. The 
government/administration 
should take the responsibility 
to do the proper cremation of 
those dead bodies. Doing this 
will not only show humanity but 
sustainable development and 
cleanliness of the environment 
will be done automatically at 
some extent. Also we will get 
rid of the pungent smell and can 
live here happily.” 


CHILDREN APPEALS FOR A C CHILDREN EATING LEFTOVER FOOD FROM STREETS 
FENCE ON THE DIRTY Dj 



Talkative reporter Sapna 
and Chetan 


There have been a lot of 
problems regarding children 
in Mahatma Gandhi Camp. 
During a visit, when our 
reporters tried to talk to some 
children, they got to know 
about the two main problems 
which the children living in 
the Mahatma Gandhi Camp 
are facing. Telling about their 
problems, children said, “First 
problem which we are facing is 
that there is no toilet facility in 
this area due to which we have 
to go to the other side of the dirty 
drain. As there is no way to cross 
this drain, we have to go from 
a huge wide pipeline which is 
very dangerous. This pipeline 
is present just in the middle 
of this drain. As nowadays, 
the weather is very cold and 
there is a lot of fog during the 
morning time, we cant walk 
on the pipeline properly as it is 
wet and our foot slips on it. We 
always have a fear of falling in the 
dirty drain as it is very deep and 
dangerous.” Telling the second 
problem, they said, “Second 
problem is that we don’t have a 
proper place to play and enjoy 
in our colony, so we children 
just roam here and there to 
play. We do have a park near 
our colony, but elder persons 
do addiction and drink alcohol 
there. In fact, sometimes they 
break the alcohol bottles, due to 
which when we cross the park 
or go there to play, we injure our 
feet from those broken pieces 
of glass bottles. That’s why we 
children go near that dirty and 
dangerous drain only to play.” 
Sharing about a recent incident, 
they further said, “Recently an 
incident occurred. A child was 
flying a kite. When his kite was 
cut, he ran behind it in order 


to catch it. He was crossing the 
pipeline and suddenly his foot 
slipped and he fell down in the 
drain. The flow of water in the 
drain was so fast that the child 
did not stay at one place. Though 
many people tried to save him 
and help him but no one was 
able to help him out. When his 
parents got to know about this 
incident, they ran to the police 
station and asked for help. They 
were crying very badly. When 
the police searched for him, the 
child was found near Punjabi 
Bagh. But he was found dead.” 
After that incident, children 
are living a fearful life in the 
Mahatma Gandhi Camp. Giving 
some suggestions in order to 
get rid of this fear, children 
said, “We children want that 
this dangerous drain should be 
covered from forged fence so 
that we can live here safely and 
happily.” 


Balaknama Bureau 

The condition of the street 
children is becoming so bad 
that they have to fill their 
stomach by eating the food 
which people throw near the 
dirty drains and in the streets 
for cows and dogs. 

Let us understand this in 
detail. During a visit in South 
Delhi, one of our reporters 
was shocked to see that some 
children were collecting and 
eating the same food which is 
eaten by cows. On asking the 
children that why were they 
eating that food, they replied, 
“We don’t have enough money 
to buy healthy food to eat.” 
Explaining their problems and 
compulsions, they said, “In 
order to fight this condition 
and to eat healthy food we 
have done a lot of hard work 
but nothing happened. In the 
past, we children used to work 
as rag pickers in a group of 7 
to 8 children to avoid other 
problems. But the sad thing 
was that some elder people, 
who were drunk and had taken 
narcotics, used to snatch all 
the garbage from us for which 
we innocent children have to 



pay. Even after doing so much 
of hard work, in the end we did 
not have anything in our hands 
that’s why we children collect 
the food items from the streets 
to eat. We still go for rag picking 
by hiding ourselves from those 
drunken persons but we always 
have a fear of them that if they 
see us, they will again snatch our 
garbage.” Another thing we got 
to know after talking to these 
children is that they don’t have 
a proper place to live. Even after 
working hard for the whole day 
and wandering here and there, 
they don’t have a proper place to 
sleep during nights. In order to 


sleep also they 
have to wander 
here and there 
to find a proper 
place. 

Children 
further 
said, “There 
is a doss- 
house (Rain 
Basera), but 
it is not open 
to children 
like us. Only 
children 
having parents 
can stay there. 
After doing a lot of requests, 
they are allowed to stay in the 
doss house but people and 
children already living there 
see them with hateful eyes.” 
Requesting for their survival, 
they said, “We children want 
that some shelter facilities 
should also be made for 
children like us, so that we don’t 
have to wander here and there 
in search of food and shelter to 
survive. We children should 
also be given all the facilities of 
education, food and shelter so 
that we can get rid of this hellish 
life and can live a beautiful life 
ahead.” 


REAUTIFICATION RNDER THE RRIDGE AFFECTED MANY CHILDREN 


Reporter Deepak 

It has been observed in 
South and West Delhi that, the 
children who were living under 
the bridges with their families 
for their survival, have been 
forcibly removed from those 
places and some parks have 
been made under the bridges. 
In order to know more on this 
topic, one of our reporters met 
some children who used to 
live under the bridges for last 
2 to 3 years. The children said, 
“We did not have any clue that 
we would be removed from 
the under bridge areas too in 
order to make some parks.” 
Expressing their pain, some 
parents said, “We belong to very 
poor families, that’s why we 



came to Delhi from our villages 
thinking that here we will live a 
peaceful life. But who knew that 
we will have to leave Delhi also.” 

Many children became 
victims of this. Due to this 
problem, even in such cold 
weather, children have to live 


on roads and wander here 
and there under the sky in 
order to find a place to survive. 
Also there health is becoming 
weaker day by day. Their 
parents further said, “One 
thing is poverty and second 
is this cold weather, how will 


we survive? Where shall we go 
to save our children from this 
cold weather? We can’t survive 
like this on roads only because 
as the day passes, our clothes 
also become wet due to the 
fog.” Giving some suggestions, 
they said, “We just want that 
government should not do this 
to us. We feel very happy that 
government wants to make 
Delhi clean and green but they 
should not forget about the 
poor people like us. They should 
also fulfill their responsibilities 
towards us. It’s our humble 
request that government 
should make some proper 
arrangements for our survival 
too so that we don’t have to face 
such bad situations and can live 
a happy life.” 


Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed. 
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Balaknama Bureau 

Children living on the footpaths 
and slum areas told a special 
and sad thing about their areas 
that there are no toilet facilities 
in or near their living places due 
to which they have to wander 
here and there to defecate. A 
15 years old boy, Karan (name 
changed) said, “It’s not that we 
don’t have toilets near us, we 
do have private toilets but we 
have to spend a lot of money for 
using them. As we don’t have 
enough money, we can’t use 
these toilets. So we have to go 
to defecate in the forests or in an 
open area only. Due to which we 
have to face many problems.” 
Telling about a recent incident, 
a 16 years old girl, Kanchan 
(name changed) said, “Recently 
an incident happened with a 
girl, whose name has been kept 
secret. Around 7 pm, she went 
to the forest for defecating, there 
was a man hidden already in 


the dense forest. When she sat 
down for defecating, that man 
started masturbating by looking 
at her. After 3 minutes, when 
another girl went in the forest 
to defecate, he caught her and 
tried to get sexual with that girl. 
Luckily, she was saved as when 
she screamed loudly people 
living nearby went to help her.” 
Children also said, “This news 
is only about one place, but 
there are many more places 
in Delhi, where such things 
are happening. We are sorry 
because we can’t tell you the 
names of these places as telling 
names of such places might 
create trouble for children and 
people living there.” You might 
have seen that we reporters are 
repeatedly giving such news 
related to toilets in each edition 
of Balaknama. The main motive 
behind this is that you should 
read it and also take some 
actions so that these children can 
get rid of this problem. 


FEAROFSNAKESINNOIDA, 
CHILDREN DEMANDED TOIIETS 



Talkative reporter Rajina 
and Shambhu 

One of our reporters conducted 
a survey in some of the areas of 
Noida. During the survey he 
tried to find out the problems 
of all the living and working 
children. After reading this, 
you will be shocked. 

This news is about Sarfabad 
and Amrapali, Noida. There are 
more than 700 slums in these 
areas made up of tin. Children 
living here with their families 
are hardly able to survive. 
There used to be a huge dense 
forest where these children 
are now living. Laborers have 
made slums for their survival 
by cleaning the forest area. 
From then onwards they are 
living there only. Only their 
slum areas have been cleaned 
by them else their slums are 
covered by some of their farms 
and forest only. Some species 
of very poisonous snakes also 
live in these forests. 

Sharing their problems, a 12 
year old boy, Arjun said, “At 
times, snakes also come in our 
slum area. We are very afraid of 
them. We fear that these snakes 
may bite us too.” Telling more 


about their problems another 
girl, Pinki said, “Our slum 
houses are made up of tin. 
Whenever snakes find a hole 
or space, they come inside our 
houses too. Since our parents 
put the eatables on the floor 
only, we also fear that these 
snakes might get into our water 
and food materials and can 
make it poisonous.” Another 
14 years old child, Nobiyoon 
said, “There is another problem 
that we children have to face 
which is no facility of toilets 
in our slum. Due to this, we 


children in fact each and every 
person of our slum has to go 
to the forests to defecate in the 
night time only. At times males 
go during the day time but our 
mothers and sisters have to go 
in the dark nights only. Due to 
this, we fear that snakes may 
bite us at nights when we go out 
in the forests to defecate. That’s 
why we request you to make a 
temporary toilet near our slum 
so that we can get rid of his 
problem and don’t have to go 
in the forests full of poisonous 
snakes.” 


WHO CAN PROTECTUS FROM THESE 



Talkative Reporter 
Nabiyoon and Shambhu 

There is a colony in Noida 
Sector-76, known by the name 
of Sarfabad. Children living 
there are becoming the victim 
of pungent smell, mosquitoes 
and unhygienic environment 
of the colony. There are more 
than 300 slums in this colony. 
The people living there do the 


refining work of garbage so 
they bring the garbage with 
the help of tractor and put it 
near their slums so that they 
can easily refine the garbage. 
The wastes’ coming out from 
this huge amount of garbage is 
thriving around the slums. 

There is small ground near 
their slum. Whenever there 
is a rainfall, the ground gets 
accumulated of rain water. In 


this water only, the pets like 
buffaloes are bathed due to 
which in place of decrement in 
the pungent smell, the smell is 
increasing very rapidly. 
Regarding this topic, one 
of our reporters had some 
conversation with the children 
and their parents living there in 
the slum. On talking with them 
we got to know that they have 
come to Delhi in order to earn 
some money. They raised a 
question that If they will worry 
about the unpleasant smell 
then how will they manage to 
survive? 

Telling about the problems, 
a 13 years old girl, Nabiyoon 
said, “We children have to 
live here carefully due to this 
stench. When we go out to eat 
something, we have to be very 
careful because many flies sit 
on the meal due to which we 
are always afraid of getting 
some kind of disease spread 
by mosquitoes and flies.” 
According to their parents, even 
if they try to clean the areas near 
their slums, then the person who 
is driving the tractors carrying 
the garbage spreads the dirt in 
the clean areas too due to which 
our hard work is destroyed. 
Giving some suggestions 
in order to have a clean 
environment, children said, 
“The garbage should not be 
brought here in the slums. The 
persons who are doing this 
refining work should find some 
other open ground far from 
the slums to do their work so 
that we all can get rid of this 
problem.” 



Talkative Reporter 
Chandni and Deepak 

Some of our reporters 
organized a support meeting 
in the Shakur Basti. During 
this meeting, many children 
expressing their problems and 
fears said, “We all children are 
very afraid. There are more than 
1600 to 1700 slum houses made 
up of tarpaulins. Near these 
slum houses, there are many 
large tress of Acacia (Babool) 
having plenty of thorns in 
them. We don’t have much 
problem due to these thorns. 
Our problem is that during 
winters there are many insects 
growing in these Acacia trees. 
These insects enter our houses. 
There are possibilities, that at 
night, when we are sleeping, 
they might climb and slide on 
our body.” Telling further, 
children said, “Whenever these 
insects get in contact with our 
skin, they release their toxic 
substance on that area. Due to 
this, we feel itchiness. As soon 


as we start itching our body, 
that part of our body gets red 
and soon we have blisters in that 
part of our body.” 

In addition, children said, “In 
the pamphlets of these Acacia 
trees, this is depicted that they 
are very old and their roots are 
becoming weak or getting dry. 
Whenever there are heavy 
winds or storms, we are afraid 
that Acacia tress might fall on 
our slums. As we have already 
told you that all the slums are 
made up of tarpaulins, so in 
case if any branch of these trees 
falls on our slum houses, not 
only will our houses break but 
it will also harm the children 
and parents living inside the 
houses too. That’s why we 
children want that the old trees 
should be cut off also the long 
weak branches of the new trees 
should also be cut in size so that 
neither the worms will grow on 
them nor they will be above our 
slums. The possibility of falling 
them on the slum houses will 
also be reduced.” 
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MAKES CHI1DRENSTCU 
AUTOFARTS 


CHILDREN PAY FOR THEIR FAREHTS 
NEGLIGENCE RYDOING CHILD LAROR 


Reporter Shambhu 



Talkative reporter Shifa 
and Poonam 

This news is about a colony, 
Raj Nagar which is in Agra. 
The people living in this colony 
belong to very poor families. 
That’s why the whole family 
works really hard to survive. 
There are some children of 3 to 
14 years age group in this area. 
These children have been put 
on employment in garages by 
their parents where some small 
mechanic work of repairing 
scooty or motorbikes is done. 
The behavior of this garage 
owner is not at all good. After 
talking to some children, we 
got to know that this owner 
tells these children to steal 
the important parts from the 
scooty and motorbikes which 
come there for repairing. When 
children deny for stealing, he 
even threatens to beat them and 
to put false accusations on them. 
That’s why the children have 
to work there in the fear of their 
owner. Telling more, children 
said, “Our owner mainly tells 
us to steal the important and 
precious parts only like petrol 
wiring etc.” Reporter then 
asked, “How do you manage 
to steal the parts when the 
vehicle’s owner is standing in 
front of you?” Children replied, 
“We don’t have new parts in our 



garage so our owner tells the 
customer that you have to bring 
some important parts from 
outside and when they leave, 
we steal the same important 
part from the vehicle. And when 
some other customer comes 
ho needs that same par we fit it 
inside their vehicle and sell it in 
much more amount.” Reporter 
then asked, “Why don’t you 
talk about this matter to your 
parents?” They said, “When we 
share this with our parents, they 
take it lightly and think that we 
are joking. They think that we 
are kidding. Though our parents 
are ignoring this thing but we 
children really hate doing such 
work. We always have a fear 
that what will happen if in case 
someday the vehicle’s owner 
caught us?” 


There is a colony in Gurgaon, 
known by the name of 
Badshahpur. There are more 
than 500 slums near this colony. 
Inside these slums, there is a 
market where mostly children 
are working. There is a special 
reason behind this child labor. 
Let’s understand this reason 
properly. 

When one of our reporters 
tried to find out the reason and 
talked to some children, he got 
to know that the reason behind 
their child laboring is their 
compulsions. Explaining more, 
children said, “As we belong to 
very poor families, we have to 
do this work for our survival. 
Even though our parents do a 
lot of hard work but still they 
are not able to manage enough 
money to fulfill our basic 
needs. That’s why our parents 
send us to this market to work 
on a vegetable shop or other 
different shops.” 

Expressing more, a 11 years 
old boy, Kanhaiya said, “The 
sad part is not that our parents 
are sending us here in the 


market to work and earn but 
the sad and worst thing we 
feel is that we children work 
really hard from 2 pm till 10 
pm in the night still our shop 
owners gives us hardly Rs 10 
to Rs 20. Whenever there is 
more earning, he gives us some 
vegetables too but the thing is 
that our economic conditions 
are not becoming good for our 
survival from these vegetables 
and Rs 20 too. If we ask some 
more amount of money from 
our shop owners, they get angry 


on us and sometimes even abuse 
us.” Giving more reasons, he 
further added, “When we tell 
our parents about this rude 
behavior of our owners, they do 
not react at all. We do tell them 
that we don’t want to work at 
the vegetables shop but they 
refuse to listen to our problems. 
They think that we children 
wander here and there for the 
whole day. If any day we don’t 
go to work, our parents scold 
us but they don’t understand 
how our shop owners torture 
us. Whenever a tempo full of 
vegetables comes in the market 
and our owner doesn’t find any 
person to carry the vegetables, 
he makes us carry those heavy 
bags of vegetables on our backs 
and put them in the shop. Due 
to this also we are facing many 
problems.” 


CHILDREN'S HELP 
LINE NUMBERS 


CONTACT THESE TOIL FREE 
NUMBERSIFYOUFACEANY 
PROBLEM. 


Child line Number 

1098 

Police Helpline Number 

100 


GIRLS PAYING COST FOR GREEDY PARENTS 



DIRTY ENVIRONNIENT- 
HELPLESS INNOCENT CHILRREN 


Reporter Shambhu 

During a visit, our reporter 
reached a place where mostly 
girls are working as rag 
pickers. Our reporter tried to 
talk to these girls but they all 
were so afraid that they were 
not even ready to listen to him. 
After all, what was the reason 
behind their fear? Why did 
they deny talking to him? In 
search of the answers of these 
questions, our reporter started 
surveying the nearby areas 
too. 

On searching, we got to know 
that these girls are forcibly 
sent to collect trash by their 
parents and if they find any 
girl talking to any boy, they 
torture her a lot. That’s why 
those girls were not ready to 
talk to our reporter. On the 
very next day, our reporter 
again went there and tried to 
talk to these girls; this time 
one girl came and asked “Why 
do you want to talk to us?” 
Telling about himself and his 
work he said, “Don’t worry! 
No need to get threatened from 
me. I am a journalist. I am here 
for helping children like you.” 
After listening to him, those 
girls started sharing their 
problems. They said, “Our 
parents are very vicious. They 
do not work by themselves 
instead they make us work 


forcibly. If we girls deny to 
work, then they torture us.” 
Telling about her, a 15 years 
old girl, Kajal (changed name) 
said, “We girls leave our 
homes in the morning at 8 am 
with empty stomachs and go 
back till 8 pm - 9 pm. From 
morning to night we work with 
empty stomachs only. When 
we feel very much hungry, we 
beg and then eat something. If 
between these times, we girls 
want to go back to home; our 


parents scolds us and send us 
back to work. Our parents just 
sit and gossip at home. That’s 
why we girls are worried and 
feel bad that why our parents 
behave like this with us? 
They can also work and earn 
something for our survival but 
no they just want to sit and 
enjoy. 

They don’t even bother that 
how hardly we girls manage to 
collect some trash. They just 
want money from us.” 


Talkative reporter Nasir 
and Deepak 

One of our journalists visited 
West Delhi for a survey. During 
the visit, he found that there 
are more than 700 slums in the 
area of Shadipur. The slums are 
full of dirt and garbage. Even 
the government appointed 
workers don’t go to this area for 
cleaning the wastes. Due to this 
the people living in these slums 
have to suffer a lot. 

When one of our reporters 
went to Shadipur for a proper 
investigation, he had to breathe 
a very pungent smell. He found 
that the area was full of garbage, 
dirt and unpleasant smell. He 
then asked some children that 
from where this unpleasant 
smell was coming. Telling 
about the cause, some children 
said, “There is a dirty drain near 
our slums, this smell is coming 
from there only.” The reporter 
then asked, “Did anyone from 
the cleanliness staff come to 
clean this drain?” The children 
replied, “Here in our area, the 
cleanliness staff members 
rarely come to clean and pick 
up the garbage. That’s why we 
people have to suffer from a lot 
of problems. They hardly come 
once in one to two weeks. Till 
then, a lot of mosquitoes and 
flies take birth in this drain due 



to which mostly the children 
living in these slums suffer 
from Dengue. As we don’t 
have any other place to play, 
so when most of us play near 
this drain, mosquitoes bite 
us.” the reporter then asked, 
“Did you complain about 
the workers of M.C.D?” the 
children then said, “Whenever 
the drain becomes excessively 
dirty, they come and put some 
pesticides or medicine in it, but 
there is no such impact on the 
drain of those medicines too. 
We children just want that he 
M.C.D workers should come 
regularly in our slum areas too 
for cleaning the garbage and 
drain so that we children can get 
rid of this problem. We children 
also want to live happily and 
peacefully.” 


Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed. 
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Wl MIME NOT CRIMINALS, 
WHYWEMLMEPENALIZED? 

Reporter Shambhu 

The Balaknama journalist 
organized a support meeting 
with the children living on the 
railway stations. During this 
meeting, each and every child 
introduced himself/herself 
and said that at present they 
are facing many troubles. 

The reporter then asked them 
to explain briefly about their 
problems. He said, “If you will 
tell us your problems then only 
we will be able to help you out 
else how can we help you.” 

Listening to him, a 15 years old 
boy, Suleman (name changed) 
telling about himself said, “You 
all know that we children live 
on the railway station in order 
to survive. Not only do we live 
here but we also collect trash and 
buy food to eat and survive. But 
the sad thing is that, if something 
happens on the railway stations 
then the policemen always 
suspects us and forcibly take us 
to the police station. There they 
beat us a lot. They don’t even 
try to ask us that did we children 
have really done any mistake or 
not?” 

Telling about an incident, he 




WILL EVER PARENTS OF CHILD REGGARS 
SEE THEM WITH LOVE AND AFFECTION? 


further added, “Recently an 
incident happened. There was 
a 21 years old boy, who was a 
drug addict and used to fight 
with everyone. Recently he 
was murdered due to some 
reasons. Because of which, 
policemen have made our lives 
very torturous. They think that 
we children have murdered 
that 21 years old boy that’s 
why they are removing us from 
the railway station. They don’t 
even allow us to collect the 
trash from the train coaches. 
Due to these policemen, our 
working lives have been totally 
spoiled. They don’t allow us 


to enter the railway station. If 
anyhow, by hiding ourselves 
we manage to go inside the 
railway station and they see 
us, we get many beatings from 
them.” Expressing his pain 
and requesting, he further 
added, “We children want that 
policemen should not behave 
like this with us. They should 
give us time to speak and should 
also listen to us. They should try 
to think that did we really do any 
mistake or not? Yes, if we do any 
kind of mistakes, we are ready 
for the punishment. But when 
we have not done any mistake 
then for what are we punished?” 


Talkative reporter Amrita 
and Jyoti 


During a visit, it was found that 
the number of child beggars 
is increasing day by day in the 
capital of India-Delhi. Seeing 
this situation, one of our reporter 
wanted to know that why these 
innocent kids are begging? After 
all, what are their compulsions 
which are making them to beg? 
Let us know this in details. 

After talking to 12 children, we 
got to know that their parents 
and other family members are 
making them beg, forcibly. If 
these innocent children deny 
begging, they torture them. 
That’s why in order to save 
themselves from the torture, 
these children are begging in 
different areas of Delhi and 
crowded places like temples, 
mosques, market, railway 
stations, bus stand, red lights, 
etc. After working hard for 
whole day, they hardly manage 


CNUPBEN PONT 8ET THE BI8HT AMOUNT EOB 
THEIR HMB WORK 


Talkative reporter Bharti 
and Poonam 


During a visit in Agra, our 
reporter got to know that there 
are many children who are 
involved in different types of 
work to earn money as their 
family’s economic condition is 
so bad that if they stop working, 
it will be very hard for their 
family to survive. Some of them 
are found to make clay (mud) 
toys. You must be thinking that 
it is an easy work. In hearing, 
listening and doing, there is 
a big difference. It’s not that 
easy. Let us tell you about the 
problems they have to face from 
making a clay toy till selling it. 
Our reporter interacted with 
some children to know the 


whole procedure and problems, 
they said, “First of all for a clay 
toy, we have to repair the black 
soil which our boss gives us. 
After repairing it, we put it in 
different moulds. After that 
only, the toys can be made. 
Then these toys are kept in the 
sunlight for at least a week so that 
they can dry properly. During 
this process of keeping the toys 
in the sun, children have to take 
care of them regularly. When 
these toys dry up, children 
paint them which is done by a 
machine.” After telling about 
the procedure, children told 
about the problems they have 
to face. They further added, 
“While painting the toys with a 
machine we have to face many 
problems. Pollution of painting 



spreads very fast due to which 
when we start the machine we 
feel a lot of pain in our nose. We 
have to make these toys after 
feeling so much . We sell these 
toys at the rate of Rs 10 to Rs 
20 per piece. After working for 


whole day, we hardly get to earn 
Rs 2000- Rs 2500 for a month. 
If anyhow, we do not manage 
to sell the toys or break the toys 
then our boss does not give tha 
money which we deserve for 
our hard work also.” 


to earn Rs 300. For this how 
much they have to suffer, they 
never share it with anybody. 
Telling about the compulsions, 
pain and work, a 13 years old 
boy, Rakesh (changed name) 
said, “Even the public does not 
behave good with us. When 
we go to them and beg, even 
after seeing us, they just ignore 
us.” Another 14 years old boy, 
Kanhaiya (changed name) said, 
“Our parents demand us to earn 
more than Rs 500 per day. If 
we children do not manage to 
earn this amount of money, they 
torture us. Even after begging 
for the whole day, we children 
do not get proper food to fill our 
stomach. We have to spend our 
night with many difficulties, on 
the days on which we do not earn 
Rs 500.” 

After listening to the pain and 
problems of these children, our 
reporter went to the parents of 
these beggars and asked, “Why 
do you torture your children like 
this? Why do you make them 
beg?” the parents got angry and 
started misbehaving with the 
reporter, they said, “What do 
you want? We will do whatever 
with our children. Who are 
you to bother?” After listening 
to them, the reporter went 
away from there and started 
investigating in the nearby 
areas. Some nearby people said, 
“They give birth to their children 
so that they can make them beg. 
They don’t do anything to earn 
for their survival that’s why they 
want their kids to beg and earn 
money. This is the reason why 
the number of child beggars is 
increasing day by day.” 

Making a humble and innocent 
request, a 16 years old girl, 
Aanchal (changed name) 
said, “We all want to see some 
changes in our parent’s behavior 
so that they will not torture us. 
We children should also get 
time to play. We also want to go 
to school for studying so that n 
future we can live a happy and 
respectful life.” 


WRONG HMITHTBMLT AFFECTING THE INNOCENT CHILDREN 


Talkative reporter Salman and Shambhu 

As we all know that children learn from their elders 
and the environment they live in. Whatever these 
innocent children see or hear they try to learn each 
and everything. During such a young age, they learn 
many good and bad things from their surroundings. 
Recently, we got to know that there are some young/ 
elder girls and boys who get sexual in the nearby areas 
of railway stations and parks. When the innocent 
children go there for collecting garbage and trash, 
they learn wrong things from those elder boys and 
girls. 

These innocent children are also doing the same 
things. Some children informed us that there is a 
housekeeping lane of trains where each and every 
train stands for long time. Elder boys and girls take 
advantage of it. In order to hide themselves from 



others, they take drugs or intoxicants inside these 
trains only. They also get sexual in it. Seeing them, 


the children of young age of 12 to 13 who go there 
for collecting garbage to fulfill their stomach are also 
following the same steps and are involving in the 
wrong activities. 

After listening to the innocent children, reporter went 
to their parents. Blaming the situations, they said, 
“Our children were not like this but seeing those elder 
girls and boys they are also learning the wrong things. 
Not only they live together but they also get sexual 
with each other. If boys deny staying with the girls, 
they try to cut their nerves and all this drama happens 
in front of our children.” Requesting for restrictions, 
they further added, “We want that some strict actions 
should be taken against the boys and girls who are 
found doing wrong things in the parks and station 
areas illegally. They should be removed from the 
area, so that our children can escape from such dirty 
things.” 
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ATROCITIES FORCED STREET ANR WORKING 
CHILDREN TO CHANGE THEIR NAMES 


EIDER’S MISBEHAVIOR: GIRLS 
HAVE TO LEAVE THE SCHOOL 


Talkative reporter 
Salmaan and Shambhu 

During a visit, our reporter tried 
to find out the reason that why 
does the street and working 
children tell false names when 
someone asks them for their 
introduction. Let us find it in 
detail. After all what is the fear 
of these children due to which 
they do not tell their original 
name? First of all let us inform 
you that in order to collect 
proper information on this 
topic, our journalist’s team did 
a survey in many different areas 
of Delhi. When our reporter 
went to the areas where there 
are many child workers and 
talked to them about this topic, 
they got to know the reason for 
why these children tell wrong 
names when asked. They said, 
“We tell wrong names so that 
we don’t have to face any kind 
of problems. We children work 
and stay near railway stations, 
bus stands and mosques only. 
If we tell our real names to any 
person, we may have to face 
any kind of problem.” Telling 



about the problems, children 
living on the railway stations 
said, “As we live on the railway 
station and other pocket thieves 
also lives there. If anyhow they 
get to know our real names then 
after thieving, they will take our 
names and put whole blame on 
us. A 17 years old boy, Ajeet 
said, “There are some children 
who run away from their homes 
due to the bad environment and 
come here to live. If we will 
tell our real names and anyhow 


they will get to know about us, 
then they will take us back to the 
homes and will again torture us. 
That’s why we children keep 
our real names secret.” 

Keeping their suggestions 
forward, children said, “It’s 
not that we do not tell our real 
names to anybody. Yes, we do 
tell our real names too but only 
to someone on whom we can 
truly trust. Like this, we street 
and working children also live 
safely.” 


Talkative Reporter Ashika and Chetan 

This is very sad that after so much of struggle, girls’ parents manage 
and allow them to go to the school but due to some conditions and 
compulsions they have to stop them from studying. During a visit, 
one of our reporters found that there is a place, whose name has been 
kept secret, where almost each and every girl denies going to the 
school. After all what was the reason behind their fear? Why they 
were not ready to go? Let us know this in detail.During the past, 
all girls used to work as rag pickers. With the help of a NGO, they 
got admission in a government school. After some months, these 
girls themselves denied to go to the school. To know this in detail, 
when our reporter went to meet the girls, a 10 years old girl, Kajal 
(changed name), who is a student of 5th class, said, “We don’t have 
any problem in going to the school but nobody is ready to hear our 
main problem. We girls have to leave our school forcibly.” When 
reporter interacted to other girls, a 12 years old girl, Radha (changed 
name) said, “When we leave our home for going to the school, some 
boys misbehaves with us in the way o school. They also talk filthy 
by looking at us; at times they even try to force us. That’s why we 
girls are denying to go.” Telling more about the problem, she said, 
“We have shared this problem with our parents. When they went to 
talk to those boys, they started to abuse our parents too. When we 
tell about it to our school teachers, they just ignore us. Our teachers 
say that why do we bother about those boys. They will do whatever 
they want. Let them do, you just focus on your studies. But we girls 
are afraid, that something wrong may happen with us while going 
or coming back from school to home. Our parents are also in the 
same fear that’s why they are not sending us to school. We girls 
love to study a lot. We want to make our future bright by studying.” 
Requesting for themselves, they all said, “We want that a fear free 
environment should be provided for us and our parents too so that 
we can learn and live a respectful life peacefully.” 


WHY DO BEGGARS AND POOR PEOPLE 
HAVE TO FACE SOCH RODE BEHAVIORP 


UNEMPLOYED PARENTS FORCED 
CHILDREN TO CHILD LDDOR 



Talkative reporter Dilshad 
and Shambhu 

Noida is from one of such 
places, where factories and 
buildings are built on a daily 
basis. Due to this day to day 
increase in number of buildings 
and factories, the beggars, 
children and their families have 
to suffer. Recently, we got to 
know that around 300 slums 
have been broken or removed. 
When our reporter talked to 
these families, the parents said, 
“We were living here from 
past 10 to 12 years. Some days 
before, we got a notice that our 
slums are going to break for 
construction work. Reading 
that notice, we were very 
shocked and panic that where 
will we go now? We went to 
the constructor regarding this 
topic with the notice and our 
children too. He also did not 
help us. At present, all our slums 
have been broken. We have to 
wander at different places with 
our children. Almost 42 families 
from us went back to their 
villages and some are making 
new slums in the nearby forest 


areas of Noida by cleaning 
them.” Telling a different 
and disappointing thing, a 27 
years old lady, Mrs. Foolan 
Devi (changed name) said, 
“Wherever we go to make new 
slum and clean it for our living 
purpose, government is sending 
us notice for that places too for 
leaving the area. We are in panic 
due to this.” After listening to 
the problems of parents, our 
reporter then interacted with 
some children also. All years 
old boy, Dilshad said, “There 
were about 50 to 60 children 
who used to go to the school for 
studying but when are slums are 
broken, we cannot continue our 
studies too. At present, we are 
helping our parents for making 
new slums.” Another 12 years 
old boy, Karan said, “After all, 
why government is showing 
this rude behavior to us? We all 
children want that whenever 
a notice is sent us for leaving 
the area, they should also make 
some other arrangements for 
us to stay so that we don’t have 
to get separated from each 
other and can also continue our 
studies together.” 


Reporter Jyoti 

During a visit, one of our 
reporters met some of the 
families which came from 
Aara district of Bihar and are 
living under bridges. When 
he interacted with these 
families, they said, “As we 
belong to very poor villages, 
we come at this place in search 
of some work so that we can 
earn something to raise our 
children well. Some of us 
work as laborers. Some work 
as garbage refiners. Even 
after working hard for whole 
day, we do not get the proper 
amount of money for taking a 
room on rent to live and can’t 
leave this under bridge area. 
We get to work for one day and 
other days we just don’t have 
anything to do.” Due to all these 
problems, they are forcing 
their children to work. Their 
innocent children also work 
in markets and red light areas. 


After talking to the parents, our 
reporter went to these children 
and asked, “How do you feel by 
doing this work?” A 12 years 
old girl, Kajal (changed name) 
said, “As our parents are not 
getting any work, we children 
have to work under any 
circumstances. If we children 
will also not work then how will 


we survive in a city like Delhi.” 
Children came from Bihar and 
are living under bridges are 
very much interested in studies. 
If anyhow their economic and 
family conditions are solved, 
they will move forward in their 
lives. They will themselves 
make bright future. All they 
need is a chance and some help. 


WE STREET AND WORKING CHILDREN ALSO WANT TO PLAY IN PARKS 



Talkative reporter Nilesh 
and Shambhu 

During a visit in Noida, we had 
a meeting with children living 
there. During this meeting, 
children shared about their 
problems and said, “There are 
many parks in Noida Sector- 
5. Only children belonging 
to high class or middle class 
families play there. If we street 
and working children go there 
to play, the care taker of the 


parks runs behind us to beat us. 
That’s why we children can’t 


go there to play.” According to 
the children, as they work as rag 


picker that’s why they look bad 
in their dirty cloths. This is the 
reason why everyone ignores 
them. Sharing an incident with 
us, these children said, “One 
week before, when a social 
worker took us to the park to 
play with us, the care taker 
started behaving badly with 
him too. He told him to take 
permission for all of us from his 
senior to allow us to play in the 
park. After listening to him, the 
social worker went to his senior 


but sadly, she was not present 
there at that time.” Demanding 
for their rights, they said, “Our 
rights are violated like this. We 
children want that people should 
not behave like this with us. We 
street and working children also 
have the right to live safely. We 
want that government should 
give us our rights and respect 
also to play in the parks. We 
children also want to play for 
our country. We also want to 
make our country feel proud.” 


Balaknama has taken permission from children for their pictures. Names are changed. 
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CHILDREN AT STATION DNHAPPY WITH SOCIAL WORKERS OEHAVIOR 


Talkative reporter Salman 
and Shambhu 

During a visit on railway station, 
we got to know that there are 
many social workers who work 
on the railway station. They 
torture the children living on 
the railway stations. Let us 
find the truth behind this news. 
According to the children living 
on the railway stations, there are 
many social workers who work 
there. There work is to look after 
the children who run away from 


their homes and come at railway 
station and also to take them to 
the shelter home and if possible 
they have to send them back to 
their homes. Telling about the 
truth, children said, “They don’t 
do their work rather they torture 
us and use us for their work.” 
A 15 years old boy, Sagar said, 
“These workers have given a 
task of finding at least 5 such 
cases. If they don’t find such 
children then they just take 



the ones living on the railway 
station with them and torture 
them. They put false blames on 
them that those children have 


come here by running away 
from their homes. They make 
false case studies and show it to 
the CWC. When these children 
try to explain anything to these 
workers, they just scold these 
innocent children. That’s why 
these children have to tolerate 
their torture.” Due to all these 
things, children living on the 
railway stations are very upset. 
Telling more about them, 
a 16 years old boy, Sulfam 


(changed name) said, “When 
any children, belonging to 
nearby slums, cross the railway 
station for going to grocery 
shops, they even catch them 
up and take them to the shelter 
homes.” Another 17 years old 
boy, Kishan (changed name) 
said, 4 4 We want that after reading 
this news, some change in the 
behavior of those workers 
should come. They should help 
us to make our future bright.” 


CHILDREN LEAVING SCHOOL OUT OF GHOST RUMOR 


Will POLICE LISTEN 10 THE PROBLEMS 
OF STREET AND WORKING CHILDREN? 


Reporter Poonam 

There is a government 
school, known by the name of 
Laldagghi. The children who 
used to go there for studying, 
at present they are afraid of 
hearing its name. Recently, we 
got to know that there are many 
street and working children 
who got admission in the same 
government school with the 
help of a Social organization. 
In starting days, their parents 
were not allowing their children 
to leave work and go to school 
but the organization’s worker 
convinced them and after that 
the children started going to the 
school. For the first one year, 
these children studies hard and 


Reporter Chetan 

During a visit in Mayapuri, it 
was found that there is a colony 
where children’s parents are 
making them beg in many 
different ways like showing 
games of monkey etc. When 
our reporter got to know about 
it, he himself went to meet these 
children in search of the truth 
behind the question why their 
parents make them do all these 
things? When our reporter was 
interacting with the children, 
they were afraid of him. They 
had many questions in their 
mind like who is he? Why is 
he talking to us? But they were 
relaxed to know the introduction 
of the reporter as he told them 
that he is a reporter who works 
for children like them and 
helps them to get rid of their 
problems. They started sharing 
their problems with him. They 
said, “Our parents torture us a 
lot that’s why we have to go for 
begging from morning 6 am till 
evening 8 pm.” The reporter 
then asked, “Why your parents 



passed with good marks. 

There was rumor of bad spirit 
from last 2 to 3 months. One of 
our reporters went to talk on 
this topic with the children. One 
child said, “Some days before, 
one young child was found 
fainted when he was going to the 
washroom. When his parents 
got the news they took him to 
the doctor. The doctor checked 
him and said that the child was 
totally fit and fine. Even after 


torture you to beg?” Giving his 
reply they said, “Our parents 
don’t do any type of work. They 
are drug addicts. They don’t 
even bother how we children 
beg for the whole day. How the 
public behaves with us. They 
never think about the problems 
we have to face while begging. 
They just need money. We have 
to give them money anyhow 
for their alcohol else they will 
torture us.” Sharing an incident 
they said, “One such child, who 
begs under Mayapuri Flyover 
is paralyzed in both his legs. He 
can’t even speak. His parents 
also behave like our parents. 
His parents make him sit under 
the flyover in the morning 
and he begs for the whole day 
without having a drop of water. 
If anybody gives him something 
to eat then only he can fill his 
stomach else he starves for the 
whole day. Not only this, even 
if he wants to defecate, he has 
to do it there only. That’s why 


knowing that the child was well 
his parents were in panic that 
some bad spirit or eyes are on 
their child. So they took him to 
an old man who used to do black 
magic. When the parents told 
him the whole story he said that 
there is a spell of bad spirit in 
this school. That’s why the child 
got fainted. His parents were 
shocked and got afraid after 
listening to that old man.” 
Expressing their own feelings, a 
14 years old boy Rohit (changed 
name) said, “According to some 
of us, there is not any kind of bad 
spirit in the school. It’s just a 
spell or trap of that old man. He 
is just scaring our parents and 
children and making them his 
way of earning.” 


there are many people who 
don’t like to go to him. at night 
only his parents come and take 
him with them. That’s why we 
children want that some strict 
actions should be taken against 
our parents so that they will not 
make us beg again.” 


Talkative reporter Dildar 
and Shambhu 

This news is about a 10 years 
old boy, Dildar, who used to 
live in Bengal with his family. 
But due to poor economic 
conditions of his family, he 
had to come to Noida with his 
family and had to get involved 
in Child laboring. According 
to the information we got, there 
are 12 members in his family, 
from which only 3 members 
earn for their survival. Sharing 
his story, Dildar said, “When 
we came to Noida, my father got 
me admitted in a school but due 


Talkative reporter Vikas 
and Jyoti 

This news is of a slum, whose 
name has been kept secret, in 
Nizamuddin. There are many 
poor families living there. 
Parents go for house-helping in 
different houses and 
children look after 
their siblings. Some 
of these children 
go to school and 
some work as rag 
pickers. Looking 
at their dirty 
cloths, some elder person 
who are always drunk, force 
them to bring intoxicants for 
them like tobacco, cigarette, 
water bottles, glass etc. If 
these innocent children deny 
bringing things for them, the 
elder persons try to torture 
them. First they beat the 
children and torture them 
and when their parents come 
they lie in front of them that 
their children were taking 
intoxicants. For giving reason 
why they beat them, they say 
that when they told children 


Will EVER DIIDAR’S 
DREAM COMETRUIP 

to poor conditions, I removed 
my name from the school. At 
present, I sit on a small shop of 
paan and tobacco outside my 
slum. I daily earn something 
from this shop.” Telling more 
about his work, he further 
added, “My father brings fresh 
paan leaves from the market 
in the morning and for the rest 
of the day I make paan from 
the leaves and sell them. My 
mother works in bungalows 
and earns Rs 3000 per month as 
her salary. My father doesn’t go 


not to take narcotics they tried 
to fight with them that’s why 
the elder persons have beaten 
them. After hearing all this, 
even the parents see them with 
hateful eyes. Sharing their 
pain, a 15 years old boy, Vishal 
(changed name) said, “When 
we children don’t 
take intoxicants 
then they torture us 
like this. If we start 
taking intoxicants 
then they will 
leave us.” Our 
reporter tried to 
convince them and said, “No, 
you are thinking wrong. Never 
do this. Drugs are very bad 
things. If you will also become 
a drug addict then your future, 
health and overall life, will be 
spoiled.” The reporter then 
took the initiative to convince 
their parents. But the children 
wanted that no such person with 
bad habits should stay in the 
slum. Giving some suggestions, 
they said, 4 ‘Police should visit 
our slum area regularly so that 
due to their fear, nobody will 
take intoxicants.” 


for work regularly. Sometimes 
he goes and at times he doesn’t 
go. As there are many members 
in our family, my mother and I 
have to work really hard to fill 
our sibling’s stomachs.” Even 
after all these problems, Dildar 
dreams of studying. He says, 
“When we come here from our 
village, for the first 2 months I 
went to school. I used to think 
that now my future will be 
bright. But it did not happen. 
Now I again want to go to 
school in order to continue my 
studies but this dream will only 
come true if someone comes 
forward to help my family.” 


CAN THESE PARENTS BE PUNISHED? 



BALANAMA AND BADHTE KADAM IN HEADLINES 


We are sharing some photos related to these moments with you. 



Girls learned to protect 
themselves. 


Core Committee 
Meeting conducted 
among the Leaders. 


Children gave 
congratulations on 
Christmas festival. 


Police became children’s 
friend on the occasion of 
Children's Day. 


Balaknama Journalists 
talked about how to 
become talkative reporter. 


Dr. Virender Kumar, State 
Minister of Women and Child 
Development, present with 
Balaknama reporters. 


Balaknama thanks to the Diamond Sponsor, Sardar Nagina Singh Ji, for helping 
us in publishing our newsletter. You can also help us for publishing. 

This newsletter is for limited delivery only. All the pictures are printed by 
the approval of the children. 


Balaknama is written originally in Hindi by children reporters. This is 
translated version of Hindi and translation assistance is taken from adults 
ensuring the original feel intact. Translated by Vibha Shakya. 
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